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ABSTRACT

Many Western European countries suffer from thesqumee of some regions that seek to secede undénfthence of
geopolitical changes (economic-religious-linguistigitural) that crystallized separatist movementsotighout their
history, and despite the great efforts made byBhepean Union towards integration and unity, tie@aratist regions As
the Spanish (Catalonia and Basque) regions, thkaha (Veneto and Lombardy), the Belgian (Flandetbg French
(Corsica) and Scotland in Britain, they have gairggdat momentum at the present time and achieved/ mains and
wide privileges, and that the secession of theorgifrom them will leave Significant implicatioms the future of the

European Union and its geostrategic impact
KEYWORDS:Regions, European Union, Separatism, Western Eamo@®untries
INTRODUCTION

Western European countries, especially those treatcharacterized by religious, linguistic and crdtudiversity and

diversity, suffer from many crises and challenge=shaps the most prominent of which is the cri§iseparatism in some
of its regions, which caused the maturation ofitlea of subsidiary loyalties at the expense ofltyyt@ the homeland, and
then exacerbated the gap and conflict between tieggens and central governments, which leadsedttreat of national
unity, and separatist tendencies for economic reastay appear in the rich regions, which see tigit bounties go to
other regions of the state, and that in the evémtchieving the dream of secession, they can intreste funds in the
development of their regions and raise the standfliging of their residents.With the European bimiseeking to achieve
the optimum form of integration and unity at thdifizal and economic levels in the European comttnéhese separatist
movements will leave clear effects on the futureth®f European Union in light of the current andufatgeostrategic

developments.

The study started from a main problem (Are thesdisgc motives and goals that push some region&@stern

European countries towards secession? What are thetves?) There are secondary problems reprekbyite
» Are the motives and goals of the separatist regiogestern European countries similar?
» Will the breakaway regions have negative effecth@event of their secession from the Europeanthi

* Whatis the role of the European Union in absorlsi@garatist movements?
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The main hypothesis of the study came about thetende of realistic motives and goals that pushrelggons

towards achieving separation from their countried @ining the European Union. Economic factors eanhthe forefront

of the motives, not to mention the religious, liredie and cultural factors

The Secondary Hypotheses Were As Follows

There is a clear similarity in the goals and matieéthe separatist regions in Western Europeanttes.

* In the event of the secession of the regions, thidlyleave economic, political and cultural effeat® their
countries and the European Union, and the seces$imme of the regions will encourage the restefriegions to

secede.

e The European Union rejects any separatist tendehagy of the European regions and threatens nalidas the

separatist regions to enter the European Uniohearfuture.

e The study aims to know the separatist regions irstéfa European countries and to identify the metisad
goals that push these regions towards secessiavelaas knowing the impact of the secession of¢hegions
on the capabilities, capabilities and future of Bigropean Union.The study was located spatiallyMastern
European countries. As for the temporal limitsjsitrepresented in the study of separatist movemientke
twenty-first century with a study of the historiqalots of these separatist movements.The studgdreln more
than one method of scientific research, such asiterical method, the descriptive method, andahalytical
method.The study was divided into three sectiorth am introduction and conclusions. The first togéalt with
the concepts, motives and goals of the secessiogigbns. The second topic dealt with the studythaf
secessionist regions in Western European countrigie the third topic dealt with the impact of thecession of

regions on the European Union.
THE FIRST TOPIC

Concepts, Motives and Goals of the Separatist Regis in Western European Countries

The European Union includes (269) regions of défer nature, whether in terms of economic, politicedcial
development, or cultural peculiarities. Europeawgiglen-making As for countries with a unitary otiation, such as
France, they fear the consequences of giving plagdo the internal regions at the European regjilevel.In this topic,
the researcher will address some concepts relategsearch, and the motives and objectives of éparatist regions in

Western European countries, as follows
FIRST: SOME CONCEPTS RELATED TO THE RESEARCH

Territory

It is a geometric part of the surface of the eartiaracterized by a phenomenon or a group of gpbgral phenomena that
give it a characteristic that distinguishes it frais neigh bors, and the regional division is basedspatial units that
contain distinct and consistent patterns of natarad human phenomena. The political or the politaspect of the
geographical dimension, in which the geographerthadoolitical world meet on common ground, as ithie philosophy

of the political place.(1)
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Political Territory and State

The political region is the political unit defindg its area, borders and political powers. Thetigali region can constitute
a state, or part of the state, provided that dtened by its geography and powers, such as snadi@inistrative entities
with local governments, and the political regiom daclude several independent countries, as iscds® with some
Regional organizations and bodies. This regiontislied through the study of its constituent stafHse expression
“regionalism” has been used in relation to regi@m] it means an emphasis on regional personalitypadlemand for self-

rule or separation from the state.(2)
Separatist Movement

It means the tendency of the population of a re¢iiosecede and become independent from the stathith this region
belongs. The term separatist movement is givehdovarious political or popular activities adoptsda group calling for
separation from its mother state or leaving theesmignty of a state that it joined as a result eftain historical
circumstances. There is another concept of theragtamovement and it means the movements addptegtoups of
society that seek liberation with specific diren8cor motives with the aim of separating the landegion in which they
reside from the state that controls or rules itableast to obtain autonomy within the framewofkhis state. Often the
term separation refers to the social isolation phgicular group of a state’s society from theibasciety of the state that
governs it as a result of this group facing son@as@roblems or sometimes social separation isosed politically from

power.(3)
Minorities

They are small groups in number, or they are smpaups within the political entity of the stategaedless of their
political weight, and the majority of countries limde minorities.The International Encyclopedia afcfal Sciences
defined it as a group of individuals distinguishiedm the rest of the individuals racially, natidgalreligiously and

linguistically, and they suffer from a relative kaof power and are then subject to some types sihgament, persecution

and discriminatory treatment.(4)
European Union

The idea of European unity was launched after Warht |, and the European project began during thid @/ar with the
establishment of the European Council in 1949, iantl950 an organization was established under itlee (European
Defense Council) and included the countries of \&esEurope (the Benelux states, France and the\diest Germany),
in addition to this launched The Economic Europgidtt. The establishment of the Union of Westerrpeaan Countries
(UEO) in 1954, which included in addition to theoab countries Britain, Italy, Portugal, Spain ante€&e, was an
attempt to create a European political cooperatiganization in order to camouflage the failurghaf European Defense
Council, and because of the failure of the Europgafense Council project. In 1954, the Union of W&s European
countries was established, and with the beginnirthenineties of the last century, the internagiccommunity entered a
new phase known as the (New World Order) phasechwbést a shadow over the European Community, seordgied it
to expedite the formulation of a treaty that cangtid a new qualitative leap in the history of Fag@nd the world, which
are treaties ( Maastricht), which established theopean Union on February 7, 1992 in Maastrichttliidands), one of

the twelve member states of the European Commumibich was then formed from the European Market upro
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(collectively Coal, Steel and the Oratom Group) amdered into force on 1/1/1993, and under the Miaghs Treaty,
Europe entered the stage of integration and intiegraand then organized new European countri@srm@mbership in the
European Union. On 4/25/2005, Romania and Bulgsigaed their accession to the Union. Thus, the Eean Union
includes 27 countries until the end of 2007.(5) Hwopean Union constituted the most advanced mofietgional
integration in the world, and its strength liestlie sharing of common values among member stak@®deto the close
connection with democratic principles as much &y ttelate to free economic exchange and sociakgtion. There are
deep political differences among the member statas(well as the separatist tendency of a numbergions of Western

European countries such as Spain, Italy, Frandgjuie and the United Kingdom.

SECOND: THE MOTIVES FOR THE SEPARATIST TENDENCY OF THE REGIONS OF WESTERN
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

There are a number of motives and reasons thatthesiegions of Western European countries witbpasatist tendency

to demand secession from the states they belomy &d,least achieve autonomy. These motives are

* The researcher believes that the great economiortanmce of The economic grievances enjoyed by eparstist
regions come at the forefront of the motives ttaitdbute to the desire of these regions to densaugssion.
The economic factor has emerged as the most imypojtstification for separatist movements in Wester
European countries since the end of the Cold Wand, the Flanders region in Belgium, and Scotlanthée
United Kingdom, and the separatist movements pale \attention to the issues of the general fischtitidlow
investment in infrastructure, the accumulation ofsernment debt, and the desire to obtain more iahn
resources and sources of revenue, and these regiensrying to market these demands and make them

Justification for secession or autonomy.

e The growth of the phenomenon of minor nationalitirethe twentieth century is considered a motivéhimsearch
for minorities in Western European countries faitole in the political map of their countriesdathe countries
have used these minorities to achieve their gamghey supported a minority only, and the inevé@alesult of

this difference was the outbreak of many disputesanflicts.(6)

» Democratic transition: The democratic transitiontgtransitional stages and the spread of hungintgiwas a

factor in the revival of the movement for the rawido secede.

* The regularity of minorities into political partiesd movements, and they entered the arena ofalsctuch as
the rights and freedoms movement in European cieshtand many of these minorities seek to achieetabk

justice and achieve equality in building democractheir countries.

e The problem of separation could be the biggest kmhg federal experiences and its reason is dfistorical,
or it may be due to the issue of the distributibpawers, and the desire of the adversary grouplsese regions
to obtain greater privileges, or it may be a sesfspersecution, which can be moved easily Espgciflthe
politicians have the ability to move this file aagploit it and turn it in their favour, it remaitisat persecution

may be a fait accompli, leaving no room for theimadut to announce its separation.
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e Sometimes the desire for secession is the restitteofeeling of the inhabitants of the regions, vahe linked by
cultural, social, ethnic and historical ties, tayh greater role in the level of participationplitical decision-
making at the local or external level, and thisassarily pushes them to put the idea of secessifumébthem as a
pressure card that they use whenever She feltebd to grant her more privileges, or accordinch# golitical

and economic changes she expected to take plalce foture.

» The regions of Western Europe demanding secesgioacluieving self-government may be pushed by the
religious, ethnic, national or political factor,dathis trend is the result of the minorities cansitng these regions
feeling disinterested in their matter comparech dther regions of the state, which makes theleess of these

regions feel differentiation with the other regiofig

e Some regions with a separatist tendency possessotig@onents of the state (natural and human), heset
components may be, in many cases, equal to or isuger a number of European Union countries such as

Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg.(8)

* The European Union has been promoted as a socidl that unites the peoples of Europe togetherthmutruth
is otherwise. The European Union is not a uniopexples, but rather a union of major businessesnaliicry
forces. It has robbed peoples of the ability tdipgrate in power, and these separatist movemeataathing but
a response. He did in fact, because peoples bedank at their history before the European Uniod how they

used to live better.

From the foregoing, it is clear that all of the abamotives effectively contributed to creating theparatist
tendency of the regions of Western European cas)tbut the economic factor comes at the forefobhose motives,

and this matter is related to the nature of thetabgt system ruling Western European countries.
THIRD: THE OBJECTIVES OF THE SEPARATIST REGIONS

The separatist regions in Western European cosnsgek to achieve a number of goals, and thess fmaffrom the

easiest to the most difficult, as follows

» Achieving the principle of equality: Minorities de¢o achieve their desired goal of dealing accaydin the
principle of equality in their relations with othgroups. This means the recognition of the resh@fmembers of
the community to which they belong, regardlesshaf tharacteristics that distinguish them from therhile

being subject to legal equality far from discrintina.

» Achieving autonomy: The right of the separatistioag to administer their internal affairs freelydawithout
being subject to the directives or authority of temntral state. Its organized movement is workimga¢hieve

autonomy for the regions it inhabits within the oty.

e Separation; Secession is the goal of the separag&ins, as well as their ultimate goal that thegk to achieve

in order to preserve their ethnic, religious amgjliistic identity.
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« Unification of the regions: One of the goals putsbg some separatist regions in Western Europeantdes is
the unification of lands and other regions that associated with them by common geographic compgenen
whether national, linguistic or religious, based the principle of the right of peoples to self-dataation,
improving their living conditions, raising the cutal level of the population, and organizing Soeiad political
life on democratic foundations.Almost all of thepagatist regions participate in achieving thesdgyaa at least

part of them, according to the circumstances ata afeeach of these regions.
THE SECOND TOPIC
Separatist Regions of Western Europe

Separatism in Western European countries is not, feMvit has gained broader momentum at this tiEwwope has
become the scene of separatists and independenemants such as those in Catalonia and the SpBamstues, Veneto

and Lombardy in Italy, Flanders in Belgium, Corsicdrance and Scotland. In the United Kingdonfodews
Catalonia

Catalonia is located in northeastern Spain, bodderehe north by France and Andorra, to the sbytiWalencia, to the east
by the Mediterranean, and to the west by Aragonal@aia is divided into four provinces (Barceloirona, Lleida and
Targuana) and the population of Catalonia reachieggD(,267) million people in 2019, equivalent t®.2P6) of Spain’s
population of (46,934,000) people, and the poputatif Catalonia speaks the Catalan language, wki€id language 9)
.(The Catalan movement is considered one of thd awtive regional separatist nationalist movemeantsurope. After the
death of General Franco in 1975 and the end oflittatorship, and the assumption of power by Juarto€, the separatist
nationalist movement began to emerge in the Spamisha, taking advantage of the end of the militailg, which was
preventing any political initiative within Spanisbciety.( .In 2017, the separatist movement of IGai@ took a stronger and
stronger turn, as the head of the Catalan regigoeérnment announced on 9/6/2017 that a genemerefum on the
independence of the region would take place or/2017, and the Spanish government rejected anduanad that it would
obstruct any attempt for independence. Catalonid,cen September 6, 2017, the Catalan parliamesegas law specifying
the basis for the referendum on the independenGataionia from the Spanish state. However, thenedjd not respond to
the court’s decision, and confirmed that it woulddhthe referendum on its specified date. Howether,referendum took
place on its date on 1/10/2017, and the resultthats(90%) of the voters, who amounted to (43%hefpopulation, would
like Secession from Spain and independence froamd,under the pressure of Madrid’s escalatory umeasthe President of
Catalonia (Carlos Puigdemont) declared independan@®nt of the regional parliament on 10/10/20bdét postponed its

implementation, saying (I accept the mandate thlGnia should become an independent state iiotireof a republic)

The Spanish Prime Minister gave Catalonia a maximfiight days to rescind any declaration of indeleace,
before the autonomy enjoyed by Catalonia was sasgkerand on October 16, 2017, the Spanish Priméstdifs Office
announced that the government would meet to aetidaticle 155 of the constitution Allows the cemtgovernment to
control Catalonia, which led to the unilateral deation of independence by the regional parliano@en27/10/2017, with a
vote of 70 members out of a total of 135 membernhefCatalan parliament, and as a result, the Sipajgvernment began
implementing Article 155 of the constitution withet approval of the Senate by 214 votes to 47 againg this included the
suspension of autonomy, the dissolution of the I&atgovernment and the call for new regional eterstion December 21,
2017.©2

| NAAS Rating: 3.10 — Articles can be senteditor@impactjournals.us




| Separatist Regions in Western Europe and Their Gelitfpal Impact on the European Union 53

Basque Country

The Basque Country is located at latitude 43 nantlihe far west of the Bernese mountain range,avaalooks the Gulf
of Basques, and has many names, including (ScaleaH/asconia), and all these designations reféiné region divided
between Spain and France, which is located in ¢lwhsvest of The continent of Europe, southwest é&aand northern
Spain, and is characterized by its mountainousreatansisting of the Pyrenees Mountains, borderethe north by the
Canteria Sea, on the south by the region of LaaRiop the east by Navarre, and on the west byatien of Cantabria
and the region of Castile and Leon, and the arethefBasque region is (20) km2 18) km 2 in Spaid Hme rest are
located in France, and the region includes sey®malinces: (Navarre - Alava - Gibosqua - Biscayabburde - Zobera),

while the French section includes the marine airette Atlantic Bernese in France (3). map (1)

The Basque Country occupies the fourteenth plaee Spain in terms of area, and Victoria is the huf the
region, which is the largest financial center ia Buropean Atlantic axis, and has a high rate tibnal product compared
to the population ratio of (4.7%) of the populatiminSpain, and the population of the Basque Cou(®y$70,868) people
are divided between Basques, Spaniards and Frandhthey have a distinct history, civilization andture. The Basque
Country is characterized by great geopolitical inigace, as it flourishes in the export of iron tat@n, as well as it is
located at the crossroads between Spain and Eusopeits strategic location is reflected in theuyeiows recorded by

the transport corridors to Europe and the reshefieninsula.(4)

The roots of the Basque separatist movement go teat&93, when the Basque leaders began to deBzlegue
nationalist feelings linked to deep religious fagh and supported by intolerant ethnic discrimorgtiand independence
from the rest of the European peoples, especiadlyFrench and Spanish, and formed on this basifrgheeparatist cell
called (the Basque National Party) and raised Togas (the Basques are a distinguished Europeapleo@to speak a
different European language), and when the Secqaahi$h Republic formed the Basque Country, the firdependent
province, with local elections in 1936, before thebreak of the civil war, and in light of thatetBasque Country was
granted local government by the leftists, but Fealed A violent campaign against them and imposaitge on them,
arrested and tortured many of them, and preveititedBasque language. These pressures helped tdigieto a new
current of national separatist feeling, which t@ogpecial form since 1960, when the idea crystallior the first time as a
student movement in opposition to General Francd,amnounced ETA (ETA)) for itself (Basque sepatairganization),
which means Basque homeland and freedom. DesjgiteaWers enjoyed by the region (self-rule), butdbsire to obtain
complete independence remained for long periodgitiaé sought by the separatists, especially witth ETaintaining an

effective military wing.(5)
SECOND: THE BREAKAWAY REGIONS IN ITALY

There is a contradiction between northern and swonthaly. The northern plain has a long historly @i achievements,

and despite its poverty in natural resourcesai®ifable climate and location close to the indaktrénter of Europe have
had the effect of reviving the industrial spiritits inhabitants, and therefore the migrationshef poor southern Italians
continued to it, as well as flourishing In the marn region, agriculture, so this region repres#msbright image of the
face of Italy and the center of wealth, wealth apgortunities available, this contrasts with poyetinderdevelopment
and crowding in the Italian south, and despitedfierts made to revive the south, it still did mi#e to the level of the

north.(6) In the middle of 1966, there were massigeonstrations by the sons of the Italian nortthancity (Ponteda),
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chanting for independence from Rome, after 130 syedirthe unification of Italy. Which includes thatee northern
region, and the ltalian separatists based theiarstipt campaign on a living reality that has begjacted in Italy for
decades, and one of the features of this realifyasdespite the unity of language, religion adhGlic doctrine, there is a
wide gap in Italy between the cultures of the scanld the north, the southerners are accused of beung For fun
(music, singing, dancing and arts) more than tlosie for work, production and improving their stand of living, and
they are concerned that they continued to live déget on the people of the North and their surphesiuction, while the
Italian North achieved growth and prosperity to éx¢ent that it became nicknamed (European Dragom),established
the largest industrial gathering In southern Eur@sefor the Italian central and southern regiansignificant economic
progress was achieved, with the loss of Europedinvetiich amounted to about (40) thousand billi@lidn liras during
the period 1984-1994 in the south, but Bad investraéso caused the migration of southerners td\itieh as a catalyst
for secession. Add to that the accusation levegainst the people of the South that they madetttiath South a nest of
European and international crime and offendedepetation of the Italians all over the world. THere, the people of the
North demand that if the separation is not comgletieen at least separate Budgets and grantinjahtty wide powers of
the legislative and executive powers, and thealtelistill dream of the words of Cavour, the malfeltalian unity, in
which he said (We made Italy, and now we must mtti&ns) (7), and below are the most importanisafist regions in
the Italian North:-

Veneto Region

The population of this region is (5) million peopknd it is one of the richest Italian regions,tfas region of Veneto
contributes with the separatist northern Lombamtyion (30%) of the gross domestic product, and rémgon aspires to
achieve more resources by recovering half the vel@ihMuslim taxes To the central government, amognto 15.5
billion euros, the Veneto regional government magsider that the central government in Rome is siiguthese funds
that can be used more effectively, including thtopartnership agreements between the regions.heésetreasons, the
residents of the Veneto region held a referendursetiede from the Italian central government on 8uné2 October
2017, and the residents of the region voted bygelanajority to achieve autonomy, and the percentdgoting “yes” in
favor of autonomy came by more than (98%) of thpytation of the region. The referendum was heldeuride auspices

of the regional president (Luca Tsaya), who beldngbke far-right Northern League.

Lombardy

The population of the Italian region of Lombardyshiaached (10) million, and it is one of the ri¢He&dian regions. Sent
to the central government (45) billion euros, ama tegion also seeks to obtain broad powers iffigteeof infrastructure,
health, education, security and immigration, whiel Northern League focuses on, but achieving theseers needs to
amend the constitution, so the Lombardy region leelgferendum on secession For the Italian cegtaérnment on
Sunday, November 1, 2017, the local populationd/atethe referendum in favor of autonomy and oargé scale, with a
large participation giving them the possibilityriegotiate with Rome, and the vote (95%) of the faifmn of Lombardy
who participated with only (40%) of the Populatigs to autonomy(8).

THIRD: THE BREAKAWAY REGIONS IN BELGIUM

The land of Belgium extends in northwestern Eurcqmeith of the delta of the Rhine and the Meuse, Beldium is a

border state located in an area of friction betw#senGermans on one side and the French on the sittee Independent
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in its current borders until 1831, Belgium is thmadlest European country in relative terms, withasea of about (30)
thousand km2, and a population of about (10) nmljg®ople, and it was the scene of European migiatémd conflicts

(9). The most important separatist regions inet ar
The Breakaway Region of Flanders

Belgium combined the Flemish people in the northregion of Flanders, where the Dutch or Flemislylege is spread,
and their proportion is about 58% of the populatiand the Walloons in the Walloon region in thethoaf the country,
where the French language is spread, and theiepige is about 33% of the population of the cquras well as 70
thousand people with German origin in the eashefdountry, characterized by Brussels, the capitdlits surroundings
and inhabited by more than (10%) of the populafjoRultilingualism was a threat to Belgium becauke Walloons
tended to France, while the Flemish tended to tethé&tlands, and the French influence was the stging the early
years of the independence of Belgium, and thetthloon language was the strongest, and Flemisiggited politically
for a long time until they were equal in rights lwithe Walloons Despite their large number.(10) When look at
Belgium, it seems as if its land is dissolved astbe Dutch borders in the north, the French irstiwgh, and the Germans
in the east. Only the European-stained Brusselieunsigemains, and this division in which languatgy@d a major role
gives the separatist call dimensions that go beyedabstract national aspect and most visible gntbe Flemish,
especially from the Flemish community. The pathhaf right-wing Flanders party, which was one of last statements,
“We have lived for 160 years without being happyhwthis, so why do we not separate from each athgreace, as
happened in Czechoslovakia” The Flemish people dieatywe are Dutch, and the Walloons deny that rgeFaench...
who are we. and the question itself is an expressfdhe crisis of distinction among the Belgiaasjong whom opinion
polls say that only (26,5%) express their prideha Belgian affiliation unequivocally One of the imaeasons for the
separatist call is the gap between north and seitttin Belgium, which makes it necessary to tran$fe billion annually
in economic achievements in the Belgian north gpsut the south. The country, while the Flemishgiea@omplain that
this is being done at their expense, the Walloamptain that the neglect of their region econontjce the reason for
their having to live on aid. The separatist calkr@vconfronted by a response method with sedatindssedatives in the
form of increasing the administrative powers inteaegion at the expense of the central authority areeting the
demands Related to the cultural, educational, ledilal and other aspects, and this is what inthrezontributed to
strengthening the differences instead of meltirgnthand making the current call to turn Belgiunoiatfederal federal
state a serious call.(l1) From the foregoing, @nse that the geopolitical differentiation, except the economic or
linguistic difference between northern and southgelgium, is the main reason for the emergenceepfsatism in the

Flanders region, which aspires to achieve broaéldpment in the north.
FOURTH: THE BREAKAWAY REGIONS OF FRANCE
Corsica Island

It is a French island in the Mediterranean, locatedt of Italy, north of Sardinia, and southeasti@nce, between latitudes
41.20 m and 43 m in the north. Mediterranean, amdigitation is rainy on the coasts and coastahgjaand its annual
amount ranges from 750 mm on the western coast.68Admm on the eastern coast, and more than 100@nhrtime high
center where it snows in winter (12 ). Map (1), #mel island of Corsica is the fourth in terms afaam the Mediterranean

after the islands of Sardinia, Sicily and Cyprus] &s area is (8680) km2, while its populationctesd (338554) people in
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2020, and the island of Corsica has its own languadich is the Corsican language closest to thguiage Italian from it to
the French language, but after the dominance oftkech forces on the island in the eighteenthurgnthey sought to
dominate the media and trade, which strengthereedghread of the French language throughout thedisiad reduced the
importance of the Corsican language, which is sp@tahe present time by about (10%) only Of thenid's population, in
addition, there are about half of the island's patmn who can speak a few of them.(13) The his&bnioots of the Corsican
problem go back to 1729, when a massive populaluten broke out against the rule of the RepubfiéGenoa in Corsica,
and the struggle for liberation continued for agidime and reached 26 years until it ended in JABSvith the signing of the
independence of the island of Corsica, but thispemhdence did not last long, after ( 14) Yearsdépendence, occupied by
the French in 1769 AD, and the reason behind this tivat Corsica did not fully independent from Republic of Genoa,
and the Genoese made a deal with France to selbldmed to the French in 1794 AD, which Corsicappased this
agreement and fought a fierce resistance agam$trénch invasion This resistance expanded tarttora quick war (1768 -
1769) that ended with the defeat of the Corsicaistance in the Battle of Ponte Novo, and in thar y&¢70 AD, France
formally annexed the island of Corsica to its raled after the outbreak of the French Revolutioh789 AD and the fall of
the monarchy, hopes began to revive again Withirtlependence of the island, especially after tiarmeof the exiled
Corsican fighter to Britain (Paoli), and his calli794 AD for the British forces to intervene naitity to liberate the island
from the French, and this was actually achievecdhior, and they established the (Anglo-Corsicany#tom that received It
took place until 1796 AD, when the Spanish foregerivened in favor of France in the war on theni$)dorcing the British
forces to withdraw from the island and the retuiithe French again to the island of Corsica, anghdithe first quarter of
the nineteenth century, especially after the enthefwar led by Napoleon, the subordination of rille of the island of
Corsica fluctuated between the French and thesBritn 1965 the Corsican Regional Front was estadydi, and separatist
propositions began to spread among the ranks cficgar students, and the idea of defending the €ordanguage became
an honorable and somewhat legitimate way to prefeeeigners (French) from settling on the islaral] secretly established
the Corsican National Liberation Front, and a seoifthe violent incidents that amounted to (4,589cks on the French
presence on the island, the most recent of whichtheassassination of the governor of Ajaccidid3? but the secret armed
organization (the National Liberation Front) anncech in June 2014 that it gave up its weapons irrota achieve its
demands (15 ). After Paris agreed to grant it aatgnamong other national minorities, the separatisthe Corsicans from

France still constituted the ambition of most @& tsland's population.
FIFTH: THE SEPARATIST TERRITORIES IN BRITAIN

Talking about Scotland is related to talking abth& United Kingdom, which represents a country veithonstitutional
monarchy, and is a federal state and consistswof iegions: England, Northern Ireland, Scotland] 8vales, and it is
governed by a parliamentary system, and the govemhia concentrated in London, the capital, wittalagovernments in
Each of Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland, andd@| the capital of Northern Ireland, and Cardifig capital of Wales,

that is, they are autonomous regions, and we wil evith the secessionist territory of Scotlandciisws:
The Separatist Movement in Scotland

Scotland was an independent nation until the béginaf the eighteenth century, and as a resulhefpressure of many
circumstances, it joined England, which formed &nitfrom the countries referred to above. Attentpt4d707 AD, as

Scotland was an independent state and had its oltwral, linguistic and religious identity, and thiek that unites it with
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Britain is the Protestant religious doctrine In 1989 thettsh Constitutional Conference was establishedetelop a roa
map for secession from Britain, including propogal®lect a Scottish Parliament directly with brdegislative powers
Its sessions inJuly 1999, and with the convening of the ScottisrliBment, many ideas began to move tow:
demanding the declaration of the independence afl&8d. Indeed, the governments of the United Koxgdand Scotlan
agreed to work together to ensure the ing of a referendum on Scottish independence, hisdagreement was calli
(the Edinburgh Agreement), which was signed on t®er 2012. Agreeing that the referendum shoule laaclear lege
basis, legislated by the Scottish Parliament andeui$ectin 30 of the Scotland Act 1998 allows the referencamd
guestion of Scottish independence to be held baf@end of 201 .Despite the success of the Scottish National Rai
achieving its promise to Scottish voters to holceferendum in 2014 on Stish independence in agreement with
London government, the result of the referendumecagainst the wishes of the separatists, as (54%yats votec
against the independence of Scotland, and the medso this are due tThat a large segment ofe Scottish electorate
believed that their “no” vote in the 2014 referemdwould allow them to vote in the 2016 Brexit refedum against Brex
and defeat the prBrexit trend, so it can be considered that secedsis always been the demand of mosts. , but the
priorities of the past were different, and thereftive current trends tend to gain independencervilte European Uniots
more attractive than remaining as part of the WdniKengdom outside the framework of the Europeanob.(16) Although
Scotland remained part of the British crown for 3@@rs, the separatist spirit is rising at the bavfcthe Scottish Natnal
Party, as members of the Scottish National Parigymethat Scotland aspires to more delegationogfgrs to it, an that it
would be better without the intervention of thetBh government, As it will govern according to thishes of the Scotti:
people, and invest its money according to the gigsrneeded by the people, and it seems thatcihroenic engine pleed a
major role in the growing sense of separe(17) It seems that Catalonia is one of the most segaraigions in Westel
Europe, and that the separatist European regieraffected by each other, as 2017 is the yeartofg/éor secession in any
regions, despite the great development that Europeantries are experiencing and the enjoymerteaif society With rigts
and freedoms, but the religious and linguisticdachot to mention the economic factor, has aarftial and effectiveole
in the real call for secession, add to this théoreg) differentiation between the regions of Westeuropean countries,hich
aroused the desire for secession in those rediahaspire to secessi
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THE THIRD TOPIC

THE EFFECT OF TERRITORIAL SECESSION ON THE EUROPEAN UNION

When a region or more of the regions of Westerrogean countries secede, this secession will have mifects on the
state separated from that region, and on the Earopmion in general, and below are the most impordfects of the

secession of Western European regions:
Creating Legal and Constitutional Problems

The European Union will face a legal and constiail problem represented in the survival of theas#e regions as a
state within the European Union as regions thaarsged from countries that are originally a memtethe European
Union, or their non-acceptance of their membershiig here will it be accepted in the future as\a nember state after
it completes all the conditions for membershipNat accepting it as a member of the European Uataall so as not to
encourage other European regions to secede, ant thvident from the statement of the Spanishigor®linister (José
Manuel Garcia) saying, “Independent Catalonia wéed to bid farewell to the European Union,” asRhesident of the
European Commission stated ( Jose Manuel Barr@sd) ‘$f a part of the territory of a member stafiecides to secede,

the detached part is not a member of the Europ@émt.
Encouraging Other Regions to Secede

When one of the European regions secedes, it wilbe the last. Rather, it will set the tone fomhithhe European Union
responds to separatist movements or those demandiogomy in different parts of the European Uniand this will
encourage other regions with sleepy nationalisnt thay resurface and demand secession from theintces .
.(L8) Therefore, the European Union feels very tiemeed by the independence of the regions, espedtadl region of
Catalonia, because the Catalan independence movémethe ability to nurture nationalism in Spaiil &urope, and the
secession of Catalonia will encourage other Eunopegions to follow suit, leading to the Balkaniaatof Europe, and

the pursuit of other regions to secede.
Demanding European Countries to Withdraw from the Eiropean Union

The matter does not stop with the demands of margt&v/n European regions to secede from the Eurdga&m, but

there are many official and partisan bodies calliogtheir countries to leave the European Uniohe Effect of the
domino fall (chain interaction), the voices of athand national strife have risen within the EurapdJnion demanding
independence and exit from the European Unionefample, the leader of the National Front partyritale Pen), who
is calling for a referendum for the French peopleg indicated that France has more reasons thaairBsireasons for
secession from the European Union, as the leadiéredfreedom Party in the Netherlands came ourésssthe need for
the Dutch to take control of their affairs in theountry and referred to a review of the Dutch mersbip report in the
European Union, and the National People’s Partipémmark welcomed the decision taken by Britain, ats® did not

differ The position of the Italian Northern Leaguehich is known for its anti-immigrant position,aGermany believes

that its country's economy cannot bear the burdéttse European Union after Britain's exit.(19)
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Increasing the Chances of the Breakaway Regions #ite Expense of the European Union

The opportunities granted by the European Uniotihéoregions increase in size when each agreementiguded at the
European level. The Treaty (Lisbon) provided widpaces for the regions when compared to the T(&&gstricht), but
these opportunities always remain restricted bywitleof the federal governments, and what increats®se opportunities
is the presence of a commission The regions ifEtirepean Union, which provide the regions with ngetimough which
they can indirectly influence some legislationaittdition to being a platform for the voice of tlegions to be heard, as
well as for the support and support granted byntiteonalist parties with separatist orientationgh® central governments
gives the separatist movements significant weighhe expense of European countries in partica@ad the European
Union in general.For example, Catalonia has a ipesibfluence within the European Union through @emmission of
European Regions, which was created specificalblliw the regions of the European Union to hawrthoice heard at

the European level.
Creating Social and Cultural Problems

The secession of the regions from the Western Eamgountries that fall under the banner of theopean Union leads
to the creation of many social and cultural proldeRor example, the Scots obtained during thedadfury their country
spent in the European Union many benefits and deams the European Common Market, such as freedomowement,
where he chose more than ( 230 thousand of Eurdgeemm nationals reside in Scotland and it is pdalssio lose them in
the next stage, and the right of Scottish citizensaork and study in the European Union will betailed, in addition to
the fact that there are more than (2000) Scottiskeusity students who participated in the ERASMpi®gram and in
The future will not be able to their peers to bérfedm this program (20), and what happened intlaod may happen in
most of the Western European regions seeking w@deefrom their countries and which become outdiéeftamework of

the European Union.
Weakening the European Union in Population

Citizens of the territories independent of theiumties that fall under the flag of the Europeanddnwill lose their
European citizenship, since Article (20/1) of theedty on the European Union states that any pemsdding the
nationality of a member state is a citizen of thedpean Union, and that the new independent stifitbacome, by virtue
of its independence, a third country in the futlrés related to the European Union, and treatiesno longer applied on
its territory. The rule in the European Union iraties that if a country leaves the Union, it alsvés the mass of society

(21), which weakens the European Union communitylaeaks it up socially, economically and politigal
Emergence of Economic Problems

The breakaway regions in Western European countitsose membership in the European Union in thent of
secession, and the lack of investment by the peGpimpanies based in these breakaway regions wilh Beurce of
concern for them, and those companies based inrdakaway regions will not be able to take advantz#ghe advantages
of the European Union to support the idea of thglsi market, the European Union has lifted all imamd export duties
between member states, and granted freedom Moveaiewbrkers, capital and services, there are ndetrbarriers
between member states and granting the right ta#iagn to enter and reside in any member statbeoEuropean Union

without restrictions, and capital is free to mowsviieen member states, so all companies in the déneakregions will
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automatically lose these benefits With secessibay twill face customs duties, forcing these comgsirib leave the
separatist regions for other European countries tlh@se regions will have to bid farewell to thenttal Bank (22), and as
a result, there will be great material damage topfee companies, separatist regions, separatedrzésjrand even the

European Union.
The Growing Interests of World Powers in Europe

The separation of European regions creates feangi® European Union countries, because in ttparagon great

challenges are achieved for the European Unionesemted by competition from major countries suctChma and

Russia, and achieving great economic gains invgstirthe secession of these regions, so the Eunop@#on did not

allow the independence of Catalonia and any ofother separatist regions, Because the ports (Raraednd Targuana)
will serve the Chinese commercial strategy, so imd that China supports the independence of Cataland other

regions that are looking to secede, to achieveoitsmercial interests through its great project Riveg and the Road), and
Spain has realized the danger of this project, toiiit quickly announced its refusal to sign Oa @hinese Silk Road plan
(23

Weakening the International Role of the European Uion

The separation of regions from the European Unias dn impact on the latter's position as an aatdgional bloc in
international politics due to the loss of importgarts of its body with geographical, economic,ital, diplomatic and
military dimensions, and this makes the EuropeaitJiess powerful in facing the challenges of majowers such as

China, Russia and the United States.
Use of Force

Most of the European Union countries will suppdre tuse of force against the separatist regionsghasSpanish
government did with Catalonia in 2017, and with shpport of the European Union countries when aétied sought to

secede from Spain, no country wants to challersgeititorial integrity and the secession of paftis country.
CONCLUSIONS

e The countries of Western Europe have long suffém@ah the crisis of the secession of the regions, they are

still suffering today from the same crisis and unew circumstances and geopolitical changes.

 The economic factor is the most effective and wfiial factor in the separatist tendency of theomrg of
Western European countries, not to mention theepies of other auxiliary and supportive factorsdecession,

such as cultural, historical and linguistic factors

* The policies adopted by some governments in We&arnpean countries in bringing minorities togethethe
expense of others had a clear role in fueling sgjsaMmovements, and this appears to be one ajdhés of the

separatist regions represented in achieving tmeipte of equality between societal groups.

» Despite the long stride that European countrie® lragde in the field of rights, freedoms and urbatiin, the
cultural, linguistic and religious factor is stillriving the political rhythm, and it seems clearfireling the

separatist tendency of some regions.
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The European Union fears and is very wary of theession of the different regions that exploit teparatist
tendency by demanding more administrative and Gizmpowers, achieving autonomy, or secession, hwhiil
have significant effects on the future of the Ewap Union, especially with the increasing numberegfions

calling for secession and which have great wei@heat economic.

The nature of the political system in the EuropEaion gives favorable opportunities for the regigtisough
the Committee of Regions in the European Unionjad¢guire more powers that encourage these regions to

demand autonomy or secession.

Western European countries that suffer from sepgarabvements, as well as the European Union, gesed to
economic, political and cultural losses that weakie® European Union in the face of major internalo

challenges in the event of the secession of themsg
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